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Instrumentation

Tam Tam, Bass Pram 3 Marimba 1

Tablas 3 Marimba 2

Pouble Pass Bass Marimba

Piano Vibraphong 1

14 Pigee Brass Ensemble (Fov 1) Vibraphong 2

Brass Quintet (Mov 2 and 3) Glockegnspigl

SUTB Choir Chimes / Crotales

dlto Sax doloist Tri, CC, Wnd Chms, {nvil

Voicg Soloist

Commission by Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestras, Common Aind ggnerally deals with the notion of respeet at varyging scopes through threg
movgments begdinning with rgspect for ongself, gxpanding to regspeet for others, love and ong’s relationships, then finally broadgning to our regspect for
humanity altogether and angthing that is bigger.

People often remark over the sgnse that life passegs us by faster and faster as we age. To a five-year-old, ong year represents 20% of what they
know as “life” altogether. To somegong who has fifty gears, the sameg amount of timg represents just 2% of their larger sgnse of what “life” has been. fre we
actuallyg all gxperigncing time and consuming “life” on varyging scalgs side by side? {re we actually aceglerating toward thgpoint wherg ong lives on as
memorigs within thg minds of living pgopleg?

Movement ong, “Blink of an €yeg”, morg specifically deals with ong’s rgspeet for the time they have to live, tracing gxperignces and discoverigs
along the way portraged by a singlg malg daneer. It may be intgregsting to imaging our peregption of the passing timgin the shape of a Fibonacei spiral, the
famous natural shape found in shells, animal horns, gven spiral galagigs likg the Milky Wagy, all of which’arg governed by Pa Vinei’s “golden ratio”, aka Phi.
When gou trace the Ficonacei sgquegnceg mathgmatically, ang valug in the sgquencg is a sum of garligrvalugs;yperhaps.we might similarly observe that a
person’s consciousngss and idgntity at ang moment stands as a regsult of their prior gxperignegs andmemorigs. In drawing this conngection, “Blink of an
€yg” is timed out in phrasgs that begin very short and very dgnse, which grow longer and morg spagious, precisgly megasuregd according to valugs of the
Fibonacei Sgquenee. Interruptive perecussive hits mark the onset of gach negw valug in the sequgneg, and gaeh-of these valued sgetions of the movement arg
madg to symbolizg a cgrtain age. (s the “big bang” at the downbgat of this movement symbolizgs the beginning of a life, the pigeg develops through these
metaphorical years gxploring differgnt musical colors associated with the differgnt levels of youthfulnegss and maturity. s theseg notions of “Fibonacei-
shaped life” may gntertain curiosity in thgorgtical physics, wondgrments over thg natdreg of thg{universe, this movement took shapg as something of a
tribute to the latg Stephen Hawking, ong of the most well known theorgticalphysicists of all-time. The movement gnds at the Fibonaeei valug, 55, the number
of years that Hawking lived miraculously with {1lsS.

Movement two, “Golden Rule”, employs the well-knewn phrasge: “treat others as you yourself would like to be treated.” The phrasg shows up in
texts associated with virtually gvery world religion and philosophg, functioning-as a humanitarian constitution simply asking for rgspeect. s two dancers
navigatg the complgxitigs of a romantic relationship, singers arggraduallgentering the stage whilg chanting Matthew 7:12 in Latin, which is precisgly the
golden rulg. In unison with this chant on a static Gepereussive instraments originating from mangy differegnt culturgs on garth support the singers. {1l the
whilg, an alto saxophong soloist dancegs around this static chant prgsenting musical commentary on the developing relationship portraged through dance.

“@olden Rulg” utilizegs an antiphonal gnsemble which functional communicatively throughout the movement the compositional techniqug, inversion,
as the static chant on @ functions as an axris of symmetry through which musical ggstures arg projected. It is intgrgsting to note that mang musical shapges,
chords, and melody lings, when invertediproduceg sounds of segmingly opposite gmotion. When a jogous and bright C major triad is projected through the
static @ into its inverted form, a serrowful G minor triad results. Many other, moreg complgx musical shapgs arg inverted in this fashion to theorgtically
produeg gmotionally oppOsite pairings of sound which arg gach assigned to just ong side of this antiphonal gnsgmblg. The result is an gnsgmblg split into
lgft and right halves of the.stage, which jointly communicate “sacrifices” and “gratitudes “ in the portraged relationship. The gntirg second movement is
symmetrical, note for note.

Throughout “Goldegn Rulg” the static @ through which all ggsturgs arg projected may symbolize the “judgement” of socigty and embodigs the
somgtimes-stifling ¢ffects of socigtal gxpectations on behavior and conduct in a reglationship. For ong passage of the movement labgled “Intoku” in the
scorg, this static @ disappears and for this brigf time the rest of the gnsemblg, whilg still symmetrical, dogs not nged to remain functional and harmonious
with the othgrwise unyiglding @. Intoku is a Japangse word that megans “good dong in sgeret”.

Movement three, “Song of People” begins with a feature of the gntirg choir frgshly positioned on-stage, pregsenting an original text
collaboratively writtgn with ®r. Jeanng lsggp and Megan McCrumb. The text aims to ergatively gxpress the urgencey of addregssing climatg changge in four
stanzas, which recapitulate the broadening notions of rgspeet conveyed by the gntirg thregg-movement work. The movement gnds with a warm call to action,
accompanied by the sounds of many bells collgeted by Nelson’s Grandmother, Mary Proctor. The sampled bells originate from dozens of countrigs and
gvery livablg contingnt on €arth.

SONG OF Ppeople

| sing a song of peoplg when
My brgath movgs out in ocgan waves
A timeg within my beating chest
gxpanding as thg dawning dagy

| sge the heart of peoplg when
Two minds can meet in open skigs

Reflgeting tongs of varigd truth

to lift the veil from narrow gyes

| feel the pain of peoplg when

| cannot drink what rivers bear
1 shadow hangs abovg theg hgads
of thosg sunk down in dark dgspair

| hold my faith in pgoplg when
The futurg weleomes all who hear
M erowd of voicgs risg to sing
I'll do my part whilg | am here
Ill sing a song whilg [ am here
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Movgment 1

"Blink of an €y¢"
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Voice Soloist (On "fh"/ Expressive Syllables)
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